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NCe upon a time, there was 3 funny, very tall man who lived in a shed
at the bottom of the garden. He liked to sjt there and think, and

his thoughts became some of the most exciting and best-known
thoughts in the whole world.

Why? Because he wrote them down. And that meant other people
could read them too, and fallin love with what he'd written. In this way, children
and their parents found out about the extraordinary underground world of 3 family
of foxes at war with three farmers; or the magic that goes on inside 3 chocolate
factory: or the truly disgusting husband and wife known as Mr and Mrs Twit,

e short stories about dark and unexplained things — his famous Tales of the
Roald Dahl Unexpected. He even wrote films, including a James Bond movie (You Only Live
Twice) and Chitty Chitty Bang Bang.

-/ And many of them started with a simple thoy
/ the bottom of the garden.
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Miniature,

TARVELS

Real creepy-crawlies may notibeable to talk

butithey gré‘ s fascinatingin their own way.

as ngéi;’fﬁ'énds!
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Grasshopper

Over 20,000 diff
, erent speci
have a tendency to formphuc g

Centipede

Their name may mean ‘hundred feet’, but most
centipedes have as few as 15 pairs of legs. although
some have a lot more. Their last pair of legs

stick out like antennae and can be used to feel

their surroundings. making centipedes as happy
running backwards as forwards. Centipedes have a
poisonous bite, which they use to kill and eat insects
and even other centipedes! Although they rarely
bite humans, it can be rather painful if they do, sobe
careful! Centipedes can live up to six years, whichiis
along time for a creepy-crawly.




Spid
Spiders are

probably t
them, no Britich ly the most common of cree

Farthworm

Earthworms are truly amazing animals. They have
10 hearts, but no lungs. breathing directly through
their skin instead; they have no eyes but can sense
light, and no ears but can sense vibrations on the
surface as light as a robin walking about. Although
they have no legs, they can move very fast, using
tiny bristles on their skin called setae. They love
moist ground, can survive underwater and can even
survive being frozen! Earthworms eat tiny morsels
of organic matter and also swallow soil as they

. 4§ burrow through the ground, extracting nutrients

e 1 from it. What comes out the otherendisa superb
fertiliser helping keep the soil healthy. They also

1 help the soil by creating air flow in the tunnels

" 1 they burrow and by bringing nutrients from deep
underground to the surface as they move around.

Ladybird
Ladybirds are beetles, and there are over 5000 different kinds in
the world, including over 40 in Britain. Not all ladybirds are brightly
coloured or have spots; in fact, many are dull-looking. Although
called ladybirds, they aren't all female; the name comes from ‘Our
Lady’, the Virgin Mary. The bright colours and spots are a way of
warning birds and other predators thata ladybird tastes disgusting,
thanks to a special chemical they secrete. Ladybirds are carnivorous,
eating small insects such as aphids and other garden pests, making
them a gardener’s best friend. Male ladybirds are usually smaller

than females.

Nick Hobbes
© John Good
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- Withithelabundance ofipeacheslinithellate summer months. peach
cobblenrisfaltraditionalidessertifom thejsouthernUSA=This|isian
: @Mﬂ@@ﬂ@@ﬂ@@ﬂ“ﬂﬁﬂ@@@

easy.toiprepare:imhisican|belsernvediwarmlorcold\withlicelcream,
whippedicreamlor custard.

Ingredients:

Two cans of sliced
peaches in juice
(4118 each)

Water

Sugar

110g butter

150g plain flour

s As the oven is warming, put butter in a 2.5 litre
baking dish and place on the middle shelf.

é While the butter is melting (watch that it does
" notburn), strain the juice from the peaches into a
bowl. Add enough water to juice to make 240m|
of liquid. Add 2-3 tablespoons of sugar to the
liquid, depending on preference for Sweetness.
Set peaches and juice mixture aside.

Y4tsp salt

1 heaped tsp of
baking powder

110g caster sugar

240ml milk

,‘ In a separate bowl, mix together the flour, salt,

) baking powder and 110g of caster sugar. Stir the
milk into the dry mixture and mix well into a
smooth batter.

“ Carefully remove the baking dish with the melted
" butter from the oven and slowly pour the batter

into the melted butter: do not stir too vigorously

but just enough to ensure batter covers the
bottom of the dish.

é Arrange the sliced peaches on top of the batter,
ensuring the surface is covered. Then pour the
juice mixture over the peaches and batter.

Do NOT stir! It will look strange and lumpy but
* this is expected. Place dish back in the oven and
bake for 30-40 minutes until the top layer is

golden brown and a toothpick placed in the centre
comes out clean.
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The peach tree (Latin name prunus persica) was first cultivated by the Chinese around
4,000 years ago, making it the world's oldest fruit grown by man. Chinais still the
largest producer of peaches.

SE,;/iin t?hough peach skins are fuzzy and nectarines are smooth and
Y. they're actually varietjes of exactly the same species

The peach is related
to plums, cherries
and almonds.

e —— -
The world's largest peach cobbler — 3 pudding rather like crumble —

contained 75 pounds (more than 34kg) of peaches. It was made in
Peach County, Georgia, in the USA.

Peach juice makes
a great moisturiser
and can be found
in quite a lot of
cosmetics for this
reason.

. it with them
- xplorers took i
; s : to Britain. Span‘Sh e . { century.

ca before it cameto ntil the next ¢
The peach reached ’?)Ttetrkl\e fruit didn't make it to these SROTS . S—
: century, .l ' - -
in the 16th - e—— — "The Peachoid
water tower in
il South Carolina

People in China are said to have believed that the peach

tree had magical powers. Th
- I'hey made wands o
wood to scare off evi| spirits. utof peach

An average, medium-
sized peach contains
around 30 calories.

arolina, USA. that's

nsouthC oach-like shape-

i ;
50-foot water tower because of its P

fsiesny amed the peachoid —

peen nickn

The world's pj ‘
Weighed 7255[2%;5;5:)& Ziacfﬂt' gs Measured by Guinness World Records

h ve times the si ' o
n, USA, by Paul F 1ze of an average peach. It was [N w

grown in Coloma, Michi
» Michiga riday and recorded in August 2002

Michael Davies
© John Good
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