Mother Goose has become a familiar part of W‘y« i .
many of our childhoods, whether as a book of fairy tales, a i \ o
collection of nursery rhymes or a traditional Christmas pantomime.
And yet those people who are not familiar with the books or the shows are
still confused by them, usually assuming that Mother Goose herself is the
lead character in the original Tales of Mother Goose, instead of being the
mythical storyteller. So how exactly did the Tales of Mother Goose come into
being and who was Mother Goose herself?
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The widespread belief that geese are just big ducks is partly true, as the two

types of bird are closely related biologically. However, there is a lot more to
geese than meets the eye, making them one of the most interesting of all birds
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Geese have been domesticated
for almost 5,000 years.
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Geese can be very aggressive
when protecting their young.

All geese eggs in a single clutch
3 hatch on approximately the same day.
The baby geese are called goslings.

Geese are devoted parents
and never leave their
goslings unguarded.

Geese have many natural predators
including foxes, raccoons, owls and even

snapping turtles, but they are strong,
aggressive, and quick to defend themselves.

and a group with a very rich history!

Every year, geese lose their flying feathers
when they moult, This means they are stuck
on the ground for g while. Unlike other birds
geese lose all their flight feathers at once! Tlie /
can ﬂy again approximately six weeks aftér 3
moult.mg (usually by early August). Durin
moulting, geese need o be near water tog
€scape from their predators. |
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Today, in the high Andes,
—— Southeast Asia and
s - many other places,
Fﬁi.;:":?s geese replace guard
= dogs. In Europe, they
have been used to guard
whiskey warehouses and even
sensitive military installations!
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Migrating 86ese, with their spectacular V' formations,
are one of the wonders of the natural worlq. But why
do they do it?
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Apparently, by flying in a ‘y’ group formation, the whole
skein find it easj

If a goose falls out of the ‘v’ formation, it suddenly
feels the extra drag and resistance of flying alone, and
quickly gets back into formation to take advantage of
the lifting power of the bird immediately in front. When
the lead goose gets tired, it rotates bhack into formation
and another goose flies at the point position.

Why do flying geese honk alj the time? Apparently, i’s
L0 encourage those up front to keep their speed up!

When a goose gets sick, wounded o shot down, two
geese drop out of formation ang follow it down to
help and protect i, They stay with it until it flies again
or dies; afterwards, they catch up
With their original flock or join
another group.

Migrating geese in Canada have
been known to allow hitchhikers
— Smaller birds have been
found on theip backs!
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In ancient Egypt, as well as

in ancient China, the goose was
considered a messenger

between Heaven and Earth.

In China, geese are still a

symbol of marriage, because they
bond for life with one mate.

Roman empire, the goose . e
gla;htfhe sacred animal of Juno, a goddess of light, marriag

and childbirth, who was later considered adviser and
protector of the Roman people.
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i The Chinese Were familiap With
goose husbandry at the time of the Taj
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The Cels associated the
800Se with war, Dossibly
because of its watchfy]
nature and aggressive
temperamen. Warrior
gods were Sometimes
depicted With geese as
Companions, Remaing
of geese have been
found in warriors’
graves. The ancient
Britons kept geese,
but did not €at them,
They were, however,
Sometimes yse( as
Sacrificig] offerings.
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a feathered friend indeed!
L common oosc. as well as lovely legs,
_ )se’s name) lays. gnm@ﬁfﬁjnlden pogs!
f';jis"fc}r the }Jappy“ﬁipl;'aq;;:q.tﬁat ENSues:
Mother Goose has golden eges Lo sell o pay her dues.
1 is the dncredible Priscilla in her prime,

Who comes up with the golden goodies every single time.
-} is Mother Goose's oy that she can pay her rent,

So grateful for the rZind Priscilla’s help for her Lsament.
But Mother Goose begins Lo wish she could be voung and fair,

And hopes some [[] for [y lagic will the ravages repair.
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Celricnds are truly Uinderwhelmed and tell her to her I"a::t:\;

';F 3
| iy n%ﬁﬂﬂs " fain, their Mother Goose has anished without trace.

St S Innkw;l for I Jorth and | Jisdom where they really don't belong,
© They're in herself, not just skin deep—she knew it all along.
I&nd now she must e Sdert hersell to make all turn out right,
She gets her sweel Priscilla baek (but not without a fight).
For riches and for beauty Mother Goose no longer L jearns,
she has learnt a special lesson we hope everybody learns:
O =est for life comes from within, and so we end our tale,
Be true to who you really are, and then vou cannot fail! :

Flawrs: Prads






THIMNG TO BEROLY -
THIE &RE 8dd 15




badanacknoh
gaggledowng
bornelkcacr
nrsnaitpyge
egelaietaoy
nolniciglll|l
eotntnlagda
asabeggewsg -
lesenihceas

btalenieksh

Can you find all the words below hidden in the wordsearch? They may run up,
down, backwards, forwards and even diagonally! When you have found all the
words, there will be nine letters left over, which will spell out something Mother
Goose likes to tell!

goose gosling skein gaggle

nene brent canada barnacle
egyptian greylag bean hawaiian
chinese cackle honk down

eqggs geb gold tale oo
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Can you tell what is in this picture by joining up the dots”?
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Now try this harder one! Mother Goose has added another two eggs and made the grid
bigger, so that each row, column and box has six squares. See if you can do this one!
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