That way, they'll experience the infectious air of spontaneity,
subwversion and raucousness for themselves. They'll start

i Irl a %-‘
o understand the naturs of a show where the audience is f |

as much part of the event as the parformers. And theyl % .

pet a taste of the traditions we all embrace with such

qgusto, aven though - or pernaps because - they make no /
rabonal sense.

If theyre observant, they will also realise that behind the apparent
anarchy lies tremendous stagacraft. In the biggest pantos, the
perlformers can be giving their all up to eight times a week. In any
one audience, there’s likely 1o be a boy or girl making their first
trip fo the theatre. The performars know this could be the most
extraordinary experience of their young lives. To make that
possible, the dancers, singers, comedians and actors have to

give total commitment, regardiess of whather it's a glitzy first
might or a midweak matinge.

SNV
\ I Eres a game to play. If you ever meet an
American, try to explain to them what 3 ’
H pantomime is all about. it's a uniquely British
tradition, 50 chances are, they won't have _
seen one and won't have a clue what you're -"* Punsts may sneer, but 1o 588 a top dame or a leading pantd
talking about. comic work their magic over audiznce after audience, night

One reason for the continsed success of panto
after night, is to watch an artist at the top of their game.

i5 its ability to adapt to the timas. The episodic
format makes it easy to throw into the mix the
So you'l tedl them pantomimes are based on popular children's _ things that are exciting peopls. Whether it's hit pop
stories, but they re enjoyed by the grown-ups just as much as Audliencey IueEIcause he periofifeapakus in fe sangs, amazing juggling troupes or high-tech 30
« e kids, eye and acknowledge we're all in the same room together. 5 gtfects, the pantomime can atways find space for
. They tell us jokes about our town, sometimes even our the Iatast craze.
very theatre, reinforcing the sense of a unique event
happening right before us, Tomorrow, a different
audience will have a different experience and
will love it just the Same.

You'll describe how the lead character, known as the
dame, is an outrageously over-the-top character played It's a mongrel form, combining echoes of music hall,
by @ man in woman's clothing. variety, commedia dell'arte, hit TV shows, medieval
morality plays, silent movies, musicals, stand-up
comedy, fairy stories, circus and the legitimate theatre. This mixture is

If they look puzzled at this point, you can add that in very
traditional shows, the principal boy is an attractive young
woman in figure-hugging coslume with a habit of slapping

her thighs.,

Next, you'll explain that the audience loves nothing more
than to hear the man in the dress ratile out comy jokes
they nave heard a hundred imas before. You'll mention
that the baddie can barely get his words out because of
the volume of hissing and booing from the auditorium. And
you'll say that when the hero gets into trouble, we all yell,

“He's behind you,” like our lives depended on it.

Then you'll add that, as well as the dancers, speciality
acts and all-round razzmatazz onsfage, the audience
can't wait 1o get on their feet and join in with a spot
of competitive song and dance of their own. soeslBe
The more ridiculous it gets, the better. s et L g
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what makes it special.

We talk about ‘traditional” pantomime, but it is a style of theatre that is
, Always reinventing itself. As audiences, we love the familiarity of
e, the lavish sels, the over-the-top costumes and the muchdoved

.. j’ routines, but we are also delighted by the freshly minted jokes,
= the 1opical comeady, and the SONGS We've been hearing on e radio.

On the one hand, we love to sae the age-old chaos caused in the great
panto set pieces. Thal might mean Wishee Washee trying 1o help out
Widow Twankey in the laundiry, only t0 end up buring a hole throwgh
the emperor’s underpants, getting squeezed through a mangle, or being

turnéd upside down in a washing maching. It might mean the Uigly
Sisters (invariably played by men) bickering betweaan themsehes about
who is the most beautiful. Or it might mean the crazy slapstick Seens in

N EEE Y IR N O
T ERE R K

' 1 LXK
TILE

Jack and the Beanstalk when someone fries to milk Daisy the Cow and cod
everything - milk, pail, stool, cow - is scattered across the stage. )
. EE:.I:II now, I:g“! n‘;g;ﬂ'ﬁﬂ,{'{ﬁ:gﬁ 'Mh"lg :erTau:.ﬁd A On the other hand, we love 1o see well-known faces of
- mﬁ'i]"ﬂ ||1 . . 5";1"31-;'" thﬂ:ujl INGS today making wisecracks about the town council, the
sage 4 B o shaw PTG T local feotball team and people we've all been watching
:* - =" on TV, It's this blend of lamiliarity and freshness that keeps
e B panto alive. Oh yes it does!
&,
-‘itx Mark Fisher
-4 442 Jahn Good .
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pably will be). 9
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I'm 50 buby téxting my GF/BFBFT that I'm concerned | might miss
the audience participation bit. Can you help?

| ¢an, but | really don't see why | should. You ought to be paying
attention lo those poor, hard-working lolk up there on the stage.
They've got children of their own to feed, you know. Has nobody
ever told you it's rude to text while someone’s talking to you?
HelloT Are you listening to me?

My dactor lells me | suller from baddie-phobia
How will | cope at a panio?

You won'l. But you're here now, so you'll just
have to get over it. | suggest you sit on the left-
hand side, as the baddie traditionally appears
an the right of the stage. There - educational
as well as entertaining. Better still, find a sest
facing the opposite way entirely and laugh

at the rest of the auvdience instead
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= Without even stopping to pick upa... =

_ Ever wanted to invent your awn traditional panto?
\Use this handy multiple-choice guide to creaté your VEry own panto story.

they set off 1[nmediatel.~_.l for

N/

Once upon a time, in...

N
A

a land imr, e away 8. Emﬂn#ﬁ:;u ‘ c
nl the adveniurg of & [Hetimé i. Cm.m.m

But they had barely get out on their journey when they encountered...

1“ | 4
: .1 e B - c
o mwﬂgi'r the wiched quesn _L{ |

(. “strangs troll-like crestute
with unugually large kneetaps,

terror, with one blow of their...

d always wanted t0... Jr ot
_ '::""d':_&--' ] I N | - In spite of their
hreatened the : ] :
S f urmpet |

rup away 1o the cftus L race &t echool sports day
br

they reduced their hideous opponent 10...

e sy
435 9

a quivaring wieck

So one day, they went to see their... s

A
—

woothiess old granmy

I:t_-:-t friend in the world

and told them all about their,,.l_

\E |

© Tin 8 shioe, where they were

ﬂ'.' aet.;:uwhm - B —— c . burning desife
{he headieacher pet rabbit with e i 1% g0 on & guest : B
' - A happily ever alter. in & yeliow submating.
' s looked after by @ woman who
hagd s many children she
didn't know what to do

L
£ jabin Gesoed



Crack the code 10 work out wihers the
pirates have stashed their loot

o

Haa black or grey naif
wears odd §hoes
Has & green ftem of ciothI®g

Wears an eyepatch
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\ Secret message

MYZWAN D 2, | S 0s® :@@{-

Halp the Fary Godmiother find 2 way theough @[;!E}@ “IUEIH e~ ey

Thestar e 1o tind e oo,

A Reiax your eyes and Slowly bring the pege g E @% il
A \
r X iy Sl al I Space DElweer ¥ [Owanas your face and seg. 1§ —
"’. '] ¥ " ...

Ginderela and the Pringe fhem share their fast Kiss!
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' - e Vi 1 o i Wy, - : these pages R = |
N 2 - = ; Iry aga nd them? Jif o
¥, x'._  / I1it doesn'l work Can you

e st time

© John Good
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The Giant in Jock and the Beanstalk
didn't always live in a castie in the sky N
He spent many years in a bungalow N Widow Twankey once worked s
in Eastbourne belore he applied fo L By, JamMorous assisiant i .'|ur- E ol
98 on the popular dayiime TVshow SRS Everything was gaing briliantly v ay <5
Find Me a Massive Property Thot SR 2N unfortunate ingident in the ' a. . <t
Defles the Laws g 2 'aay In haif’ trick lek her #

of Gravily. \ \Lf - she used to be
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B You're cute
F as a bution and
el Pl Y bursting with energy . : )
A" o s o ‘ A cheeky tombay, you Sl : _.:_:._‘: 0 ; T g P
il iiaNIBRING dhudl ike 10 hang out with SREECR TSt 20¢ 5 -
Illl'# |,|.|-_||1;.rn:':aI,F:F: and ‘ ? ) P ‘f"
1 Charming, A " Full of surprises Yo' e ,,,
gentle and helpiul, U : and with heaps _"" cool and confident and g’*
- you enchant your Iriends. § energy, you are reliable expect nothing but the
You love to party and and;upemunlundfff best for you and your
dance. You're cool too - / pressure. Your hea; n: 7 frlends! Fun-toving and
you have your eye on g § s s compelitive, you're
Fs!
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er all that, try and find:




& A swish (rat-free) pad in Chelsea (1 paint)
» A swanky palace with a spotiessly clean kitchen (2 points)
& A huge stone castle with glant-sized rooms (3 paints)

& A cosy cottage in a lugh green forest (+ paints)
® An island far away (5 paints)

What would be the ideal present to get you?

® An A-Z map of London (1 point)
® A really gorgeous evening gown (2 points)

# A really sharp chopping axe (3 points)
® A voucher for a kiss from a prince (& points)

® A clock (that smells a bit fishy) (5 points)

who would you never like 10 run info?

& An enormous rat wearing a crown (1 polnt)

& Two really ugly giris 2 points)

# The local glant-sized bully (3 points)
ihmuﬂvhuﬂmﬁdlmmlmmunnmﬂngm
# A pirate with only one hand (5 points)

What's your favourite food?

# Ratatoullle (1 peint)
& Pumpkin pie (2 poinis)
| & Three-bean salad (3 poinis)
& A fruits of the forest fruit salad (& points)
# Fairy cakes (5 points)

£ Johin Good




. Can you fill in the blank spaces with the words below?
Use each word as many times as you like; there's no right
Of WIONg answers.

A long time ago there liveda__ who
livedin a . The countryside was
being menaced by an enormous ______
who kept eating the townsfolk. “Can't

someone help vs”, said the .Sothe |
. ______picked vp their , got on their
trusty horse and rode into the ______. They
found the creature's ___ completely
empty except for an imprisoned _____
Suddenly, the came out of nowhere
andthe __ usedtheir __ to defeat it.

g They rescued the prisoner and everyone lived
""" happily ever after. '
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antomime has a long and fascinating
history. First used to describe a
theatrical event about 300 years ago,

itwas hardly the spectacle we think of
today. The characters were modelled an those
from the Italian travelling street theatre of
the sixteenth century. The plot was always the
same: oy meets girl, they Fallin love, various
obstacles are put in their way, but ultimatety
love triumphs. Sound familiar? That's still the
basic plot of pantomime today, but with a few
maore complications along the way...

Pantomimes were only short pieces and often
played together with a sérious play to give a
bit of light relief and send people off home
with a smile on their face. By Victorian times,
there were full-length pantomimes aimed

at children with plenty of fun invohed but,
mare often than not, with a serious message
or useful lessan. Take this ane for instance:
This 15 the Howse That Jack Built; or, Harleguin
Pussycal Wihere Howe Yoo Bagn, bhe Liltie Wee
Daog and Tthe Gooed Child's History af England -
imagine trying to get all that on a poster!

. Since then subjects for pantomimes have

tended to concentrate on fairy tales such as
Cindereila (from a French story), Aladdin {from
the Arabian Nights)and Dick Whittington
(based on the story of a real mayor of London).,
Peler Pon was a story written by | M Barrie
just over a hundred years ago. Robinson

Crusoe and Treasure Island are both based an
novels, and fairy stories such as Snow White
and Béguly and the Beast have also become
firm favourites.

But whichever pantamime you see. there are
certain elements you always expect ta find.
You will usually find that the hero or principal
boy is not a bay at all, but a girl dressed asa
boyl And when you meet ‘his’ mother, whether
she is Widow Twankey or Sarah the Coak, ‘she’
will be a ‘he’ and increasingly outrageously
dressed! The idea of cross-dressing goes way
back at l=ast to the Romans, who uwsed (o
celebrate their feast of Saturnakia at the came
Lirme as we now celebrate Christmas,

Dwring this feast the whole world went
topsy-tunyy, men dressed as women and

vice versa, and people dressed as animals

too - that should remind you of, say, Daisy

the cow in fack and the Beanstalk, or Mather
Goose perhaps? There is a long line of famous
(or infamous!) pantomime dames, reaching
from Dan Leno through Danny La Rue to Les
Dawson and Christopher Biggins. In Cinderella,
of course, we get a doubile helping of dames in
the guise of the Ugly Sisters.

When it comes to the heroine of the panto,
there is much less confusion, She is played by a
girl and usually the prettiest girl in the theatre
company, although in more modern times she
has become a little more feisty than of yore.

We still have goodies and baddies, led by the Good Fairy and the Demon King ,
respectively, or their various character equivalents. it is traditional for the baddie \
to come onstage first followed by the goodie. The baddie usually enters from stage left
and the goodie from stage right, because inthe medieval plays based on bible stories,
left was always Hell and right was Heaven!

Pantamime is also full of spectacle; There are routines by gorgeously costumed dancers
and much robust singing. The transformations scenes used to be called tab’ scenes
because they were played out in front of the tabs or curtains, while a flurryof scene-
changing was going on behind them. But these scenes have now become an art form

in their own right. With the wonders of modern lighting, lasers and other technical
wizardry, we all ‘ool and ‘aah’ as we are transported to an underwater grotio or a
glittering cave or some other out-of-this-world location.

Then there are the scenes which need no scenery or special effects - the slapstick, These
clever comedy scenes sometimes involve verbal tongue-twisting and bizarre logic, but
can equally well be purely visual humour, They really hark back to pantomime's origins
and In Tact slapstick was the actual stick carrled by Harlequin, a sword or bat that was
semething between a weapgn and a magic wand, and reputedly having magical powers,
with a hinged flap that created a slapping noise when hit against scenery [or other
charactersiL

The last and perhaps most important ingredient in pantomime, in times gone by and
today too, i$ us, the audience. We have to be here to cheer the goodies and boo the
baddies, to help the plot along by shouting “He's behind youl™ or make it perfectly clear
that we all believe in fairies. Fantomimes in towns and cities up and down the country
have always included local references and jokes, and nowadays many of our favourite
performers from television and the worlds of music and sport get involved in the
seasonal spree - everyane loves to do pantol

All these traditions wie have come 1o know and bove, together with the freshness
of topical jokes, the pleasure of being a part of it all, and the knowledge that we
can go home knowing everything has been happily resolved, makes a winning

combination that never fails to please, _ '
Efaine Peake

& john Good

A
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Yes, it's true:
men have been aicking arguably the best parts and cerlainly the best gags in annual pantos since. well. since befare they
were even called pantos. Up wolil the Restoration in the late wth century, female roles in the theatre were plaged big men
- or more usually adolescent boys - because it was considered immoval for women to appear onstage, But even when this
corveition was relaxed. there were some female parts thel weie still fiemly grasped by the male actors (IFyou'll pardon
the expression). And alihough the giels grabbed the principal boy roles in return, that trend has bequn o wasse in recent
years, Whal seems do be bere toostay 15 the good old. pantormme. damie,

| GIVE 2 man an
)\ excuse to dress up
in high heels and

a frock and he!'ll
steal your female
role for centuries.

#  Pantomime itcall
e b chaimed to
date back o the
ancient Grecks
and There s o strong
link to the Wik century
Europeaa tradition of
commmedla dell are,
In England, there are
reconds of an ithy vk
Whittinglovr and even
an 180y Cinderella,
but the modermn pavlo
a5 wie know' it today
- complele with topical Gags. cross-dressing. slapstick and
midd Innuendo - really got going in the Vicloran era; One
- of the earliest grest dames was James Rogers, whose i
performance &t the Strand Theatre was also the fiest aver
outing for (he neme Widow Twankey in Afaddin - named after
the Chinese provinee of Tian Kay, home to s pacticularly
‘ pogadar green lea of the time. Now be homest, you never
expected this amount of education o1 the panto, did yous Oh
ro: gou didn't

While we're on the subject of Bsmous dames, many of the
earliest came from the traditions of the mosic hatl, and [he
hakit lingered on through the variety acts of the 2oth century
sl right vp bo the television stars of foday’ 5o whike The
Victorians loved Dan Leno and Sir George Robey (the firsi
dami ever to be knighted!), later audiences Lapped vp the
furns offered by Od Wlhﬂ: Rriey [Arihur Lucan}; Morman
Evans {said [o have inspired Les Dawson's Ada character)
aned Arthue Askey. In cecent years. household names. such as
Danny La Rue, Paul O"Grady and Julian Clary have 2l eagerly
stepped. into the high beels. Even classical knight Sir lan
MecKellen has dragged up in Aladdin ot The Old Vie, prompling
The Guardign's critic Michael Billington to joke:

“AL east we tan tell our grandchildren that we saw MekeRen's
Twankey and il was hige.”

There also seems o be a particula radilion of longevily
with dames. Some of the most popular have been doing it
for years, Douglas Byng (18g3-1988) appedred in more

than oo paniomimes, dE-iimiH] his ooan glamaorous

coshumes Mong the way, while Gearge Lacy - widely
regarded a5 the greatest of his generation -
played more than 6o dames from g23.
whitn b wos 1. 1o gy, Benncth Alan

S

Taylor gave MNottingham Plaghouse its dame for move than

25 years unlil 200, And Cheistopher Biggans's 38-uiar fun of
pantos (thaugh not #ways as & dame) only came 1o an end
with his winning stint on Fm 3. Celebrly... 2007 he retorned
to panto the following year as Bulbors

The current dame record-hobder (unless, of coorse, you know
different) is York Theatre Royal's Berwick Kaler, who has
nofthed up more than 30 continuous years in the frock, as
well as writing and directng many of the productions. For the
record, The Daily Telegrapn't st theee ol his lop gags here...

My late husband had & glass eye. | dida't notice i1
at first - it just came oul in conversation. .

Do you like the frock? | bought it for & ridiculous figure...
My tongue sandwiches speak for themselves!

OF cowrse, there are dames and there are dames. On the one
hand, there ace the sgeing. man-hungry mothers of the horo
(Widow Twankey, Dame Trott) o helpiul old dears (Sarah the
Cook). while on the other are the more grotesque figures of
willaay, soch as the Ugly Seters, whose names are changed
according Lo e current fashion or wivever's o the media

spoilight this year,

While 2l of them, in pantos across the nation, are plaged by
men, there is & wide variety of styles and personalities behind
theem. Some, like Pead O Grady of Danny La Bue, have been
genuine drag acts, bringing (heir padicular brand of cross-
dressing humour to the roles. Gthers, like Les Dawson or Termy
Scoft, retied on thelr very mascuoline qualities. and appearance
to create comedy from the ncongruily of theiralter egos.

Bet whiether you like your dames. glamarous. and glitzy or
homely and hunky, there's just no 25caping those blokes in,
frocks who are determined 1o brighten up your festive sesson
with & bit of old-Tashioned usende. Oh no there S

Wichael Devies
I Bl Govertd




\/1932, King George v made the first
ive broadeast from gandringham on
Christmas Day at 3pm. His daughter,
gueen Elizabeth 1l, made the first
televised Queen's speech in 1957.1n

1693, Channel 4 started televising :

i‘ an alternative l;.hr‘nstmawrtesﬁaqi.-. -
which has been given by people such
. as Ali G, Jamie Qliver, Katie Piper. /

fristmas
Was 45, Erackey .
fong and ;i Metrgs 1§ Marge Simpson and the President
“diaMeter, which par s . iran! /7
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The most popular Christmas
5
Ea:: gﬂvﬂr,!nm:. of the Last 10 years i
H|:.| i edition of Only Fools and
orses, which was watched by 21.4
rnlllr_n_n peaple, whilst @ record EGIII:I
Erm!ulfmn people watched the iQEé
wistmas Day editicn of EastEndar
te see Dirty Den serve divorce [
Rapers on his wife, Angle
How very Testived :

Ihe Diggest Ehrisiﬁéé '
Mree in the world is on
| m._rn-t Ifgino near the
n:aflan _l:ityr of Gubhip
andﬂaau rng 650m hiqi;
d mjﬁﬂm wide, It is not
) _tre_e. rather 3 light
Mination shaped fjke

" gecoration ony
\ or bay Window s

B8 door, mante i
b cymbolises @ sian @
welcome and 100G lite R
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” afterwards byt mnnthf
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From 2005 to 2010, five out of six UK Christmas o
~umber ones came from the winners of iTV's The inging up over
700 lights!

¥ Factor. The only exception was in 2009, when
t an old Rage Against

f “ﬁ‘ ; a3 Facebook campaign to ge
\n 1907, Oklahoma hecame \ i 9 4 the Machine song to number one relegated Joe
the last US state to declare : ,f_'_ ] McElderry's single, ‘The climb’, to number two. .
) (However, Joe's aptly named single ‘climbed’ to '

Christmas a jegal holiday. 77
number one the following week!)

1;1# "\ cstomery
ol . A goOse Was b ; .
-‘II"R*' l':‘.‘ITIE-'LTTIaE. iare unt-ll HEF'r:I' ‘I"I:“ Decemher Eﬁ Was fi‘tmas D_ ._ - "":— .
# kook it up@n himsett to T2 . traditionally known as \ Chiiétonas ay.2010 gave Britons a rare W
- o a turkeysMince pies were 00 s o N &t Stephen's Day, but it s and was the caldest Ch
. i o D : ; records bega ristmas since ®
onceé spaped IIke mangersand SIS, I ) s fow more commanty the cou tr-F % With temperatures in some part
"3 . - ¢ X EORe Born A Ll L :
ara thought to date PR & Ctitistmas o o O known as Boxing ¥ reaching as low as minus lﬁﬂpr ”F
H i the EWDETF"IE’ﬂl:E- tﬂTm*”f .P.I'r'ﬂ.' -&55 Ales ) in{'ru da: Day. This EHPI‘EESIDI‘E i : « Y
\ .,\ ! esented o the Vatican Chatiio ¢ EXBndra (1535 came about because P
W 1| J.L::-- e tihas EVIN e Chaplin 188y, money was collected
N I'H on Chit . A,;— anper tfass) 3 in alms boxes placed
Annle Lennpy 115 in churches durin
ang ﬂidgr?;,;?ﬁd' the festive EEBW‘I?-
. . ) This money was then

distributed to the
poor and neady after
Christmas. @
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Pantomime has a lopg and
fascinating history, First used
to describe & theatrical event
about 300 years ago, It was
hardly the spectacle we think
of today, The characters were
madelled on those from the
Italian travelling street theatre
of the sixteenth century, The
plot was always the same:
boy meets girl; they fallin
lewre, various obstacles
are put Im thesr
wiay, but ultirmately

[y trivemiphis,
# Sound familiar?
That's still the basic

plot of pantamime
today, but with a few more
complicatians along The way,

Pantomimes waere anly short

pieces and aften played together
with a serious play to ghee a bit of light relied
and send people off home with a smibe on their
face, BY Victorian tUmes, there were full-length
pantomimes aimed at children with plenty of
fun imvalved but, more oftan than not, with a
sarious message or useful lesion. Take this one
far instance: This s the House That leck Bl
af, Hareguin Pussycat Where Have You Been,
the Little Wee Dog and the Good Childs History
of England - imagine trying to get all that on
a poster!

Since then subjects Tor pantomimes. have tended

o concentrate on falry tales such as Cinderella

{from & French story), Aladdin (from the Arabian

% Nights) and Dick Whittington (based on the
% story of a real mayor of London), Peter

pojolly &

Pan wis a story written by J W
Barrie just aver & hundred years
Ao, Rabinsan Crisoe and Treasune
Blard are both based on novels,
and fairy stores such as Snow White

and Beavly and the Beast have also
became firm favourites

L

But whichever pantomime you
see, therg are certain elements
you ahwrays expect o find. You

will Usually find that thé hera oF
principal boy ks nat a boy at all,
but o girl dressed as a boy! And :
when you meet *his' mother, el
whether she is Widow l’wantf
or Sarahthe Cook, she” will

be a he’, and increasingly
outragesisly diessed! The idea

of cross-dressing goes way back

at least to the Bomans, who

used to celebrate their feast

of Saturnalia at the same tme

a% wie now celebrate Christmas,
Buring this feast the whole world
want topsy-turvy, men dressed as
women and vice versa, and people
dressed as animals 100 - that
should remind you of, say, Daisy
the coww in Sack and the Branstalk,
or Mother Goose perhaps? There is a
long Hne of famous [oF Infamous!)
pantomime dames, reaching from
Dan Leno through Danny La Rue
to Les Bawson and Christopher
Bigging, In Cinderella, of course,
wit get a double helping of

darpes in the guise of the

Lighy Sisters,

When it comes te the heraine of the pante,
there & much less confusicn. She |s played by a
girl and wusually the prettiest girl in the theatre
company, although in more modern times she
has become a little more felsty than of yore,

We still have goodies and baddies.
ted by the Good Falry and the
Cemeon: Elng respectiveby, ar thelr
variows character eguivalents. it
is traditional for the baddie to
come onstage tirst followed by
the goodie. The baddie usually
enters from stage left and the
gocdie from stage right, becauss

In the medieval plays based
on bible storfes, loft was
abways Hell and right was

Heaven!

Pantomime Is alsa full of spectacle.
There are routines by gorgeously
costumed dancers and much robist
singing. The transformations stenes
wsed to be called “tab” soenes because they
were played out In front of the tabs or curtaing,
wihile a fhurry of scene-changing was going
on behind them. But these scanes have now
bBecome an art form in their oswm right. With the
wonders of modern lighting, lasers and other
technical wizardry, we all ‘'ooh’ and "aah” as vee
are transported to an undemwater grotic.or a
glittertng cave or some other out-of-this-world
bocation.

Then there are the soenes which need no
scenery special effects - the slapstick, These
clever comedy soenes sometimes invohie verbal
tongue-twisting and bizarre loghc, bt can
equakly well be purely visual humour. They really

hark back to pantomima’s

arigins and in fact slapstick was

the actual stick carried by Harlequln, a sword or
bat that was something between a weapon and
a maglc wand, and reputedly having magical
powwers, with a hinged flap that created 3
slapping noise when hit against scenany (or
ather characters!).

The |last and perhaps most iImportant
ingredient in pantomilme, in times

gane by and today too, Is s, the

audlence, We have to'be here

1o cheer the goodies and boo

the baddies, to help the plot

alang by shouting *He's

behind youl® or make

it perfectly clear that

we all believe In

fairtes Pantomimesin

towwns and chtfes up and down the country
have ahways included local references and
jokes, and nowadays many of our favourite
performers from television and the worlds of
miuslc and sport get invelved In the seasonal
spree - everyone loves to do pantol All these
traditions we have come to know and

love, together with the freshness

of topical jokes, the pleasure

of belng a part of it all,

and the knowledge that

we can go home knowing

everything has been

happlhy resolved, makes a

winning combination that

neyer falls to please.

Elaine Peake
& John Good
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Ais for A:‘[venturf, Aiad din’s maybe,
B stands for Bﬂﬁttl}', her Bvﬁst, and a Ba]l,

cindemlla and 'c.lstles and cats come with C
D brings us nick, n.un@s, nwarls, nnisy and all!

From villains so Et'il and Egg;; made of gold,
We wind up in Fnrfﬁtﬁ with rairir'ﬁ to find,

O Gianrj,G‘Ias,s Slippers and Gm]es we're told,
while Mlansel and Gretel have been left behind!

In the lnt{-wal I(‘E creant is ]ﬂvalg..- to eat,
Then back to the exploils of Jacl‘u, and the Jﬂkﬂﬁ,

n the Bitchens of xings with a Kiss. as a treat,
Of I-m.'ﬂ in the Laun:ir}* and L\ughiﬂg at folks.

M Conjures Magir 3 Mus.ic and Mire.
N fiies us off to Nleverland far,

] for O ves it is, ch no it isn't” (feicel
P ior Fin-ncfhiu to wish on a star.

a
Ny i

PANTO A-Z

Q is the Q:_u:st that might lead to a Quwn,
Il could be Ru)blu?rs, or brave n.::-hln Hood,
Stwpmulhers olten nse s}}l:":i that are mean.

You may find the Freasure, if only vou're good!

The I.I,..g_v Sisters try to I.Ipﬂaﬂc the Prince,

The vihains should get rotten vvg thrown their way,
[he WE::L;:-L! w;tcll might make our hero Wim‘-l:,

But his Wiﬁh will come true on his own WI:L{-:I[ng day.

xmas is when the panto comes round,
'r is for Y{m without whom there's no show,

ZZTx2 comes from Sleeping Beauty so sound -
And now that vou've read our panto A-Z

There's almost nothing that you don't know!

©arnle Shiger
ol §aonl
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These two pesky pirates may look _*_ S 4 s
the same at first, but there are eight %t?mhﬁbf;'
differences belween them! e u &fp"* g
Can you spot them all? ;;.p*f" 4
Wi 1-:-\5 )

+-‘ f%; Lot ':'t
by E*r S -_rE'z"'
pies
Trtg?-il:_:;i':':"f f..-. children from all over - g .. _ :
thewold. See fou cio 090 B0 _ iriigys -0 e ceb
working out which greeting on the e Qﬂ : ﬁéj g . O | o REF

antomime horse, lowes o

malches the language on the right.
One-eyed Jake. the pilfering pirate,

has a message for you — in pirate code!

|
Holal Can you work out what he is saying?

This fairy has knocked the star
off the end of her magic '
Russian wand. Can you help her
¢ # find it in the star maze?

Japanese |

Konichiwa!
witaj!

Bonjou 1,! ftalian

Hindi _
ieh _ . . oy | . P e This clumsy yourg wizard
P> - - ' CHAINA A b has jusl let the cal out of the bag

Polish n::F,‘E-fr- {as well a5 few frogs)!
ﬁ £ Ve Can you help
French ‘ :

fnd them all? £ 5
+ ‘h .

+ smpe

Buon Giorno!

=

Namaste!
Al-salaam A'alaykum!

%

Zdarveite!

Arthur the artful alchemist
is frying to turn lead into

N\

SUCH SHOCKING
SECRETS?

- ‘é\ Relax your eues and stare al the
________________ space between the prince and princess..
‘ Slowly bring the page towards your face

" o iy .’ and see them share their first kiss! - +
________________ (or just an illusion?) (iry agein if it doesnt work first time...

gold! Help him by changing <
just one letter at a time on hf;ﬁ_;;* af
each line! : ;

2 SHOUL.D SHARE @ L

Hiﬁiﬂzq“m
lﬁw%%

.i. "'-'_. -_ A - T L S ) ; - i = Wy = - '....'i' & .::E:.J Lﬂ{;;%é.;! 'r‘:
of ke Hut : il S h._,._u '. ; L — - N <A '{Tf};f P [::} .
L of each mdwﬁ:mi y partos thel | oadt Ty | £ :
are (there’s 3 letter in each one 1o help you).
1. 2523D46 2. 24N3373552

3. 7669 9H483 4, 737137 726
2. 3425 94478464866

T L g

e — -
|



STaR [JGHT STAR BRIEHT.

IT'S MITWINTER, AND

SOME OF THE ANLMALS IN THE SiCY ARE THREE WINTER *

ARE SLEEPLNG IN i CONSTELLATIONS.. ONE IS THE PLOUGH,
TH; Tﬂ'::r-":-. ONE IS5 ORION THE HUNTER, GNT ONE 1S

CAN YOU FIND _ ’i GHIEEN CASSIOPELN
THEM All? . i -
1 - '

- .

I SPOT ThE SuowMmeN

FOW WA SIDWMEN ERE
THERE IN THE FORESTT
ook raaly chvediuly =

5 hardr than you thiski},

]

b= ok -
t-l"l WHLOH AMIMEL. MATE WHILH TRAME
IN THE SreT

daws Foe 0T
REINDEER

SHUARES ANT MBEE YOURRE Ow
FAT TERMNS! HOW MANY OF
EACH FAT TERM CAM



Charming. Qﬂ;‘ll_l: » W
and helpful. you

ds.
rJ'm g your frien
“ ::nu and dance.
1;“ e cool, 00—
wu h,a =] um.lr EI-F on
ihe main part!

g Can you ¥

keep a

+ secret?

SErvants
Sifly (il _ are
sense of fool?
humour?

b Jorsp ARy, e
J, FRIH{IDI GanMONTEK. 3574 2 i

[ Tl:lu re everybody’s basy £ Fu.il of surprises and mtkﬁj Wow! You're cool g

. M dEﬂl'md'E

Wou and yayy ffi’!ﬂdsf o

with energy! reliable and super cool

friend, and bursting heaps of energy, You ark
k under pressure, Yout

d"“"“:l 11:='|'|'|'ti|l:|l_;l qw
like to hang out with 'h! art of gold means Ihi!?,a Fuin-lewyj J
- UM mates and # ‘ﬁ;‘ ; ’ ol l‘.'{lmpﬂmw ljﬂu‘r:-a

AL fun, 5 g & reathl'ﬂh -Fliggl =

-




Month Year
D ssaninnnsing &uj_e'&.u“n"-un--n'slﬂ:j TTTLT

e Explorer
1 TAdda AN CT‘E&.ELVE LLELEE T T L] Fu‘rr F

wiassssssneene Apbisk
2 LT EECT‘EELVE- LEELEETERY Emnﬂn&h AR ARLEELE L] EI:I..EH.ELﬁJ:

N EK‘:LE&bLﬂ """"""  Cool v Hiskerian
"STCCTTTTCERTeD :Jni.l.j -------------Sqmﬂ_&kj wass Soccer Flwfe*r

TTTIIL qud.mgrkihﬂ -------- Srnark s G’jl‘ﬂhﬂﬂ

A H&FF.:] W eaas Waddling Mathematician

cseses Mischievous wons Trendy e Bookworm
TLLLELREREL] ML.I,EE.CL#.,HL
)

lllllll

I'™m A& HAPPY w

SQUEAKY
GYMMNAST!

When Santa delivers all his
presents, he likes to know which
presents will suit each of the boys
and girls. But how does he do it?
Santa will show yvou how!

Pick the LAST number of your
day, month and year of birth and
then read out your description.

For example, if your birthday is
on 17.03.2008, Santa’s Personality
Test would say you are a
Mischievous Cool Musician!

—

[

Johhn Good
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KCREPPILS
PWIZARDOH
INUPARWVYA
NIDDALAEN
CBECNIRPS
YEVERAFTE
OAEINEGNL
ENNAPRETE
LSATGEO)H
TT)J)TUNBAC
SARQIDICT
ALHPUMPKI
CKGRETELW

Find the Fairytale Words in the grid below.

The words can be read horizontally, vertically and diagonally.

The words may also be read backwards and forwards.

ALADDIN
BEAMNSTALK
CASTLE
CINDERELLA
DVWARE

ELF
FAIRY
GENIE
GIANT

GRETEL

HAMNSEL PRINCESS
HAPPY EVER AFTER PLUIMPEIN
JTACK QUEEN
KING RAPUNZEL
LAMP ROBIM
LOVE SLIPPER
MAGIC SNOW WHITE
DGRE YaND
ONCE UPOMN A TIME WITCH
PETER FAN WIZARD

PRINCE

TZ-Z=TOoORA~Q X

# John Good



PIRATES;
CODEBUSTER!

Answer:
UNDER THE PALM TREE

£l Jabn Gaod
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THE{GREAT
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i THE PLOUGH

WIfTER WOTIDERIATID ATBIWERS!

7R [GyT |
TR BRIELT.. _—
bk 4,

|

WInT a2y i ." i 1 :.q‘:r_—:
WUAT HyTUICE]
Y e BT B b
IS :"I: f’_"a"".':'d- uibﬂm:ih '._”HI I: i
250G It A B

COLBCLIMATE @

1]

a2 Fop TUomELT

A BOWBE LN =AUl AT PR

u_t‘: i -’-H-*—’-l':r-?;-i;f' 8i%o known as the YOI
" - RIMPUG!
- ;_____.?-ﬂ?-.,_ : :.Q-L Eg'}‘f:
Pl >) WD A;E
i A ' é LT
f e~ | 2 {r_-
:.‘__A__;p-' B s 1 !

ureerngs.
Spanish :
Holal p
T ! German Thess s more
iz?lzh‘[:‘il Japanesée than one way

H ta solve this - all -_-" SR
W'Itﬂj! PﬂhSh here's one 2. cr”DE_HELLA

Bonjour! French  RSUTNSNN < SNOW WHITE

jorno! italian
mag;mm Hindi EHE ;- gfg:ﬂ PAN
Slaykum!  Arabic [ S
Al-salaam A'alay Esﬁg S

A SHLVER
| ME TIMBERS! WHERE'S
) - | There are 4 frogs There are o total
Rl ) s end the cat is behind of 25 dubloons @ Nqggliiinatess
b the fairy! - on the pages! -

& John Good






