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There once lived a real Dick Whittington who 

was the inspiration for the pantomime character 

we know and love today. But which bits of the 

story are true and which are made up? 

DICK WHITTINGTONDICK WHITTINGTON
FFAACCTT

Take a look at our Take a look at our
quick rundown of quick rundown of

FACT VERSUS FICTION

The FactsThe Facts

OROR
During his lifetime, England  fought a lot, sometimes against the    Scots and French, but sometimes   among its own people. There was a Peasants’ Revolt in 1381, and King Henry V won the Battle     of Agincourt against the

French in 1415.

Richard was born in

Gloucestershire, the younger

 son of a landowner. He went

  to London to become a mercer

- someone who traded in luxury

fabrics such as silk and

velvet - which he was

     very good at and

which made him rich.

He did lots of good things
for London, such as paying

for drains in poor areas,
opening a ward for unmarried mothers, and building libraries and churches. In his will, he left  a fund that still helps poor
       Londoners today.

He was made mayor

of London by Richard II

in 1397 and went on

to be elected three

more times.

He married Alice Fitzwarren
in 1402 but they never

had any children, and she
died in 1411.

Whittington was put in charge

of the the money spent on

finishing the building of

           Westminster Abbey.

The real Richard Whittington

lived in London in the Middle Ages.

He was probably born in around  

1354 and lived until 1423. He was popular with
the king, Richard II,
and lent him plenty of
money - a tradition
he carried on with later
kings Henry IV and V.



             Dick Whittington first appeared  

           onstage in England in around 1605, 

         in a play called The History of Richard 

                    Whittington, of his lowe byrth,  

                              his great fortune.FFIICCTTIIOONN??
     The stage version of Dick comes from a  

    poor home, but the real one’s family was  

   actually very wealthy. It also claims he  

          was an orphan, but he wasn’t.

                King (or Queen) Rat was invented  

                 as a baddie for Dick and his cat to  

            fight in the first pantomime version   

             in 1814. This was when the Fairy of  

          the Bells made her first appearance too.

Meow!

The Fiction
The Fiction

OROR

Michael Davies © John Good

 

 

       Dick’s cat seems to be completely  

    made up. There is no evidence he had one in  

     real life, and the idea may have come from  

   a Middle-Eastern folk story that was popular 

     at the time the real Whittington lived.

     In the fictional version of the story,  

   Dick is leaving London when he  

    hears the sound of Bow bells telling  

   him to “turn again”. There’s now a  

    hospital on the site at Highgate Hill,  

     where he’s supposed to have been,  

    called the Whittington Hospital.  

      And there’s a statue of his cat.

                      

          Dick becomes a servant in the London house 

        of Alderman Fitzwarren, where the cook is  

       usually mean to him. In reality, the Fitzwarrens 

       lived in a town miles outside London,  

        and Dick was never a servant. He probably  

     met and married Alderman Fitzwarren’s  

         daughter Alice when he was already mayor.
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In an exclusive interview for this programme, medieval journalist David 

Bumbleby talks to Dick Whittington, newly elected mayor of London, about 

his life. We’ve even managed to get a few quick questions with his cat.

Well, at the orphanage we

werE so poor we had to eat our

       breakfast cereal with a fork to

       SAVE on milk. At school, I was  

       always GETTING into trouble 

  because I couldn’t even afford to

pay attention. Mind you, I did win the

award for Orphan of the Year.

Dick Whittington: 

Erm...
DW

DW

I just  
followed the

signs from 
Gloucestershire.

DW

I see. So you
feel that a city

overrun by rats is
unlikely to get your
master re-elected

as mayor?

Oh, it was in a terrible state.

London Bridge was falling down.

DW

Falling down.

Drove me crazy. One of my first jobs

as mayor will be to build it up again. 

I’ve been talking to my advisers and

they suggest using sticks and stones,

wood and clay, or bricks and mortar.

That should hold it for a bit.

And what’s your
view on tuna?

Well, I heard that the streets

of London were paved with gold.

But when I got here, they were

  actually paved with pavements.

  The tourist board really need to

sort out their advertising on that one.

So how did you 
find London?

DB

What was it  
that made you 
want to come 
to London?

DB

So, Dick, can you  
tell me a little about 

your early life?

David Bumbleby:

Orphan of  
the Year?  

Your parents  
must have been 

so proud.

Falling 
down?

No, I mean  
what was it like?

DB

London  
Bridge was 

falling down?

IN WHITWE TRUSTE!

CAN I GET A 

WHIT-NESS!

MEETING MEETING THE THE MAYORMAYOR



  She said hello back.  

I don’t know why  
shE called me ‘Back’ -  

my name’s Dick.

No, I had to walk 
past her a couple of 
times. But she kept 
running through my  
mind all that day.

DW

     Well, it depends a bit on whether it’s environmentallY sourced 
            and dolphin-friendly, but basically, put tuna in my dish and  

             I’m a happy bunny. Or cat, to be more technically accurate.

Why’s  
that?   He drove me here. I hate 

  driving in London and he 
  has such a terrific sense 
   of direction. I think iT 
      must be his cat-nav.

Really?  
She must have  

been exhausted.  
Now tell me,  
who is your  

biggest  
inspiration?

...Do you have  
             anything to say  

              about the recenT 
           explosion of the 
         rodent population 

       in London?

I see. So you  
feel that a city 

overrun by rats is 
unlikely to get your  
master re-elected 

as mayor?

But you  
believe you have  

the necessary grasp  
of rodent policy to  

enable you to control  
the situation?

And what’s your  
view on tuna?

Meow.

Thank you,  
Dick. Now, if  
I may turn  

to your cat...

Well, good luck with  
that. Now, could you tell  
me about Alice Fitzwarren? 

What did you say when  
you first met her?

And what  
did she  
say?

Meow.

Meow.

What other  
   plans do you 

have for the city,  
now that you’re  

mayor?

DB

 
I said hello.

So was it love  
at first sight?

MEETING MEETING THE THE MAYORMAYOR

Definitely my cat. 
He’s so courageous 
and strong and I 
wouldn’t be here  
today if it wasn’t 
for him.

Interview transcribed by Michael Davies © John Good
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DB

I have lots of ideas. For a start, I want TO 

      ban all picks and shovels - that’ll stop PEOPLE 

     digging up the pavements looking FOR GOLD. 

    Then I’ve got this wonderful plaN TO SET UP A 

   huge wheel kind of thing by the RIVER. THE IDEA 

     is that people will be able to climb into littlE 

          carriages and go up in the sky to get a  

            gooD view of this beautiful city of ours.



King Alfred the Great won the cityback for the Anglo-Saxons andrepaired the old Romanwalls to defend it.

IN               MINUTESIN               MINUTESTWOTWO

The Last 500 YearsThe Last 500 Years

Early LondonEarly London The Middle AgesThe Middle Ages
When the Romans invaded Britain in 43AD, they

decided to build a bridge across the River Thames

and started a city there. They called it Londinium.

The river in those days was about three times

wider than it is today. There has always been a

London bridge since the time of the Romans.

The local natives, led by the warrior

queen Boudicca, attacked Londinium

in 61AD, burning it to the ground.

The Anglo-Saxons moved into the area around

550AD, calling their town Lundenwic.

After Christianity arrived, a church was built

in 604AD dedicated to St Paul. Today, there

      is still a church - St Paul’s Cathedral -  

       in exactly the same place.

Disaster struck for the Anglo-Saxons when  the Vikings invaded from Denmark in 842, thenagain in 851, taking control of London.

Westminster Abbey was founded by KingEdward the Confessor (1042–1066)and has been the place where allour kings and queens havebeen crowned ever since.

About half of London’s populationwas wiped out in 1349 by the  ‘Black Death’ - a bubonic plague.

THE HISTORYTHE HISTORY
OF LONDONOF LONDON

How FAR’S  
LONDINIUM?

There was a devastating firein 961, and a plague then another fire 20 years later.

For more than 300 years, until the Romans left,

Londinium was the largest settlement in Britain.

You can still see parts of the old city wall today.

FIRE!

The first Mayor of London was appointed in around1190. Richard Whittington would take charge of thecity for the first time about 200 years later.

FIRE!

FIRE!

NO IDEA!
BUT LUNDENWIC’s 

THAT WAY!

THE
PLAGUE!

Here are some of the keyHere are some of the key

moments in London’s  moments in London’s

history, in bite-size pieces!history, in bite-size pieces!
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The Last 500 YearsThe Last 500 Years
By the time of Queen Elizabeth I (1558–1603), 

London was a large and wealthy city at the  

centre of Britain’s trade and government.

During the reign of Queen Victoria (1837–1901).  

London changed enormously. Street lights, buses  

and the Underground all began during these years.

As the capital city, London was a target during both 

World Wars in the 20th century. The Blitz of 1940 

destroyed large parts of the city.

In the 21st century, London’s 

skyline looks very different, thanks   

to the Millennium Bridge and Dome  

(now the O2 Arena), the London Eye, 

the Gherkin and Europe’s 

tallest building, the Shard.

The Next 500 Years...The Next 500 Years...

Traffic banned Traffic banned 
completely, with  completely, with  

only bicycles  only bicycles  
and pedestrians and pedestrians 
allowed on the allowed on the 

streets.streets.

The Underground The Underground 
replaced by a system replaced by a system 
of overhead tubes for of overhead tubes for 
commuters wearing commuters wearing 

jet packs to  jet packs to  
get around.get around.

London hosting  London hosting  
the 2400 Olympics, the 2400 Olympics, 
welcomed by Boris welcomed by Boris 
Johnson’s great-Johnson’s great-
great-great-great-great-great-great-
great-great-great-great-great-great-
great-grandson.great-grandson.

Michael Davies

© John Good

What do you think might 

happen to London during 

your lifetime - and beyond? 
Maybe you’ll see…

    

LONDONIA:LONDONIA:  VVIISSIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHE E FFUUTTUURREE

The city was hit by the Great Plague in 1665, 

followed in 1666 by the Great Fire, which  

was started accidentally at a bakery in  

Pudding Lane. The St Paul’s Cathedral  

we have today was designed by Sir Christopher 

Wren after the old one burned down.

NOT 
ANOTHER
PLAGUE?!

AND NOW
BOMBS?!

Here’s a space to draw your own futuristic London

THE
PLAGUE!

NOT 
ANOTHER  
FIRE?!



PANTO PUZZLERSPANTO PUZZLERS

Join up the dots 
to reveal what is 
in Dick’s bundle.

Queen Rat is late for

work and the tube is

a nightmare! Can you

help her escape the

rat race maze?

See how quickly you 
can say these words  

without getting muddled!

There are NINE kittens on these pages.  

They are identical twins except for one.

Can you match the pairs to spot the odd one out?

When you’ve When you’ve 
finished why not finished why not 

add some  add some  
colour.colour.

ALL OF THE ALL OF THE 
SAME LITTER?SAME LITTER?

Secret message:

DOT  DOT  
TOTO DOTDOT  

WO
NG

WO
NG

UUE WISTER!E WISTER!

WHITTINGWHITTINGTT
ON

’S
ON

’S

When wet rats race which
 

When wet rats race which
 ra

t would win the rat race?

rat would win the rat race?

WheN Wet WATS 
WACE WHich WAT...

OH I  
GIVE UP...CAN 
YOU DO any 

better?

StartStart



PANTO PUZZLERSPANTO PUZZLERS

Dick’s pet cat is in trouble. Can you figure out 

what he’s trying to tell Dick using the code below? H

I

J

K

L

M

A 

B

C

D

E

F

G

T

U

V

W

X

Y

Z

N

O

P

Q

R

S

And Dial

Net Paper

Ego Sm
oother

Wit When So

PANTOMANIA!PANTOMANIA!

FIRST   KISS FIRST   KISS 
OR JUST AN ILLUSION?OR JUST AN ILLUSION?

Relax your eyes and stare at the space between Alice and Dick. 
Slowly bring the page towards your face and see  

them share their first kiss! Try again if it  
doesn’t work the first time.

FinishFinish

Secret message: – – –  – – –  – – – –  – –  – – – – – –

CATTY        CODEWORDCATTY        CODEWORD

WO
NG

WO
NG

UUE WISTER!E WISTER!

MEOW!
DICK AND ALICE  

SITTING UP A TREE,  
K-i-s-s-i-n-g!
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Unscramble  

the titles to find  

out which are  

Dick’s favourite 

pantomimes!



PANTO PUZZLERSPANTO PUZZLERS

Join up the dots 
to reveal what is 
in Dick’s bundle.

See how quickly you 
can say these words  

without getting muddled!

There are NINE kittens on these pages.  

They are identical twins except for one.

Can you match the pairs to spot the odd one out?

ALL OF THE ALL OF THE 
SAME LITTER?SAME LITTER?

Secret message:

DOT  DOT  
TOTO DOTDOT  

When wet rats race which
 

When wet rats race which
 ra

t would win the rat race?

rat would win the rat race?

WheN Wet WATS 
WACE WHich WAT...

OH I  
GIVE UP...CAN 
YOU DO any 

better?

StartStart
King Rat is late for

work and the tube is

a nightmare! Can you

help him escape the

rat race maze?



PANTO PUZZLERSPANTO PUZZLERS

Dick’s pet cat is in trouble. Can you figure out 

what he’s trying to tell Dick using the code below? H

I

J

K

L

M

A 

B

C

D

E

F

G

T

U

V

W

X

Y

Z

N

O

P

Q

R

S

And Dial

Net Paper

Ego Sm
oother

Wit When So

PANTOMANIA!PANTOMANIA!

FIRST   KISS FIRST   KISS 
OR JUST AN ILLUSION?OR JUST AN ILLUSION?

Relax your eyes and stare at the space between Alice and Dick. 
Slowly bring the page towards your face and see  

them share their first kiss! Try again if it  
doesn’t work the first time.

FinishFinish

Secret message: – – –  – – –  – – – –  – –  – – – – – –

CATTY        CODEWORDCATTY        CODEWORD

MEOW!
DICK AND ALICE  

SITTING UP A TREE,  
K-i-s-s-i-n-g!

Unscramble  

the titles to find  

out which are  

Dick’s favourite 

pantomimes!
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It looks like King 
Rat is causing 
trouble again! 
In the mayhem he’s 
causing, can you find 
ALL the things listed?



5 eggs

25 coins

1 bundle

1 chicken

6 cats

1 bone

16 rats

5 pigeons
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It looks like Queen 
Rat is causing 
trouble again! 
In the mayhem she’s 
causing, can you find 
ALL the things listed?



5 eggs

25 coins

1 bundle

1 chicken

6 cats

1 bone

16 rats

5 pigeons
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WHICH WHICH SHIP SHIP SHOULD SHOULD 
Dick is in a bit of bother and needs to escape London.  

Which ship should he and his pet cat take to get to Morocco?

DICK DICK BEBE ONON DECKDECK ? ?

WHICH 
ONE?DID I  

PACK ANY 
TUNA?
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April  
Showers

Now that Dick is in London, he’s starting to  

pick up the local lingo. It’s called ‘cockney 

rhyming slang’, where you substitute a word  

for something it rhymes with. For instance, 

instead of saying someone is your ‘mate’,  

you’d say they were your ‘china plate’!

KNEES-UPKNEES-UP
Alright, me old  

china plate?

Uncle Ned NORTH
AND SOUTH

STAIRS

CURRY

THIEF

PHONE

MOUTH

FEET

BED

FLOWERS

ROAD

Dog  
and Bone

Frog  
and Toad

Plates  
of Meat

Ruby  
Murray

Let’s all have a right old...Let’s all have a right old...

COCKNEYCOCKNEY

Apples  
and Pears
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Can you guess what all these famous 

words and phrases are from the pictures?

Here they all start with the letters CAT!

GUESS THEGUESS THE    !    !    - CH- CH
PHRASEPHRASE

PAWS ON YOUR  
BUZZERS...HERE’S  

ANOTHER CATCHPHRASE 
BOYS AND GIRLS!

CATCAT CATCAT _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _
CATCAT

CATCAT _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _

CATCAT _ _ _ __ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _

CATCAT _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

CATCAT -_’ - _ _ _ _-_ _ _ _ _-_’ - _ _ _ _-_ _ _ _ _CAT CAT 
_ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ CATCAT _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _

SAY WHAT 
YOU SEE!

_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _

CCAATT  
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22

Score and fold  
Score and fold  

along all the dotted 
along all the dotted 

lines. Tuck flap A  
lines. Tuck flap A  

into slot B, flap D 
into slot B, flap D 

into slot C, and flap 
into slot C, and flap 

G into slot H. G into slot H. 
  

Stick E and  Stick E and  

F together F together 

around the neck 
around the neck 

so the collar so the collar 

dangles!dangles!

33

PURR-FECT!PURR-FECT!

Your cat is now 
Your cat is now 

ready for a  ready for a  

nice refreshing 
nice refreshing 

bowl of cream!bowl of cream!
44

Dick’s pet cat is pretty awesome.  

Why not make one of your own?

Cut around Cut around 

all solid lines all solid lines 

and cut slots and cut slots 

for flaps to for flaps to 

go into.go into.
11

Ins
tructions

Ins
tructions

Remember 
Remember 

to ask an  
to ask an  

adult to help you  
adult to help you  

when using  
when using  

scissors.scissors.

THAT GOTTHAT GOT

A

B

C

D

F

E

G

THE CREAMTHE CREAM
H

WOOF!

WOOF!

WOOF!

WOOF!

THE CATTHE CAT



King Rat has been eating too many 
saturated fats and has got himself stuck

down the drain! Can you saturate him 

with colour too, before he escapes?

SATURATE KING RATSATURATE KING RAT
WITHWITH  CCOOLLOOUURR

SS
QQ
UU
EE
EE
ZZ

EE

DRAT!RRAATT  TTRRAAPPPPEED D 
©

 Jo
hn

 G
oo

d



Queen Rat has been eating too many 

saturated fats and has got herself stuck 

down the drain! Can you saturate her 

with colour too, before she escapes?

SATURATE QUEEN RATSATURATE QUEEN RAT
WITHWITH  CCOOLLOOUURR
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SS
QQ
UU
EE
EE
ZZ

EE

DRAT!RRAATT  TTRRAAPPPPEED D 



These are Idle Jack’s favourite treats. 

Quick and simple to make, with no real

effort needed, just the way he likes it!

Sarah the Cook is playing a joke  

on Idle Jack, pretending to make

some cookies with rat droppings!

Why not make some of these and do

the same to a member of your family?

150g (5oz) of unsalted butter

A little bit of margarine
6 tablespoons of golden syrup

200g (7oz) of soft brown sugar

350g (12oz) of rolled oats

200g (7oz) of dried apricots, finely chopped

110g (4oz) of flaked almonds

1. Preheat the oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas Mark 4.

2. Grease a baking tray with some

margarine. The tray will need to be at

least 20cm x 20cm x 3cm.

3. Place butter, syrup and sugar into a

saucepan and let them melt over the hob.

4. When everything has melted,

stir in oats, apricots and almonds.

5. Next, pour out the mixture into the tray.

You’ll need to use a wooden spoon because

it will be quite sticky by now.

5. Place the tray in the oven and bake for

15 minutes until the flapjacks turn golden.

6. Leave to cool for half an
hour before cutting into
cat shapes.

120g (4oz) of unsalted butter (softened)

230g (8oz) of brown sugar

3 tablespoons of granulated sugar

1 egg
2 teaspoons of vanilla extract

1/2 teaspoon of baking soda

1/2 teaspoon of baking powder

1/2 teaspoon of salt
450g (14oz) of plain flour

1 1/2 teaspoons of instant coffee, slightly crushed

230g (8oz) of chocolate chips

1. Preheat the oven to 190°C/375°F/Gas Mark 5.

2. Use an electric mixer (or a fork if you’re feeling

strong) to cream the butter with the brown and  

granulated sugar until it turns nice and fluffy.

3. Next, beat in the egg and add the vanilla extract.

4. Combine the dry ingredients in a separate

bowl and then beat it into the butter mixture.

5. Stir in the chocolate chips.

6. Drop large spoonfuls onto a

greased baking tray. Remember

to space them apart so they don’t stick together.

7. Place the tray in the oven and bake for 10–12 minutes.

8. Leave them to cool down on a rack for half an hour.

INGREDIENTS
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HOW DO YOU MAKE THEM?

HOW DO YOU MAKE THEM?

Makes: 15 flapjacks

Makes: 15 cookies

IDLE JACK’SIDLE JACK’S
FLAT-CATFLAT-CAT

FLAPJACKSFLAPJACKS SARAH’SSARAH’S
DROPPINGSDROPPINGSRATRAT

COOKIESCOOKIES

pSSST!...
They’re  

chocolate  
chips really

**

**

INGREDIENTS



ANSWERSANSWERS

THE LONDON THE LONDON 
UNDERGROUNDUNDERGROUND

WHICH SHIP SHOULD WHICH SHIP SHOULD 
DICK BE ON DECK?DICK BE ON DECK?

It was the 
PURPLE ONE

CATCATALOGUEALOGUE

CATCATFISHFISH
CATCATERPILLARERPILLAR

CAT CAT AMONGST AMONGST 
THE PIGEONS THE PIGEONS 

CATCAT FLAPFLAP
CATCATNAPNAP

CATCATSEYESSEYES
CATCAT-O’-NINE-TAILS-O’-NINE-TAILS

CATCATHEDRALHEDRAL
CAT-CH PHRASECAT-CH PHRASE

Secret message: 
WHITTINGTON FOR MAYOR

STAIRS

CURRY

THIEF

PHONE

MOUTH

FEET

BED

FLOWERS

ROAD

APPLES AND PEARS

RUBY MURRAY

TEA LEAF

DOG AND BONE

NORTH AND SOUTH

PLATES OF MEAT

UNCLE NED 

APRIL SHOWERS

FROG AND TOAD

COCKNEY KNEES UPCOCKNEY KNEES UP

MEEE-OW!
MY FAVOURITE

DOT TO DOT!DOT TO DOT!

There is a tin of cat  
food in Dick’s bundle
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PANTOMANIA!PANTOMANIA!
Ego Smoother = Mother Goose

Net Paper = Peter Pan
Wit When So = Snow White

And Dial = Aladdin

Secret Message: 
THE CAT FLAP  

IS LOCKED

CATTY CODEWORDCATTY CODEWORD

This little kitten was  
the odd one out!

  ALL OF THE    ALL OF THE  
SAME LITTER?SAME LITTER?



ANSWERSANSWERS

Secret Message: 
THE CAT FLAP  

IS LOCKED

CATTY CODEWORDCATTY CODEWORD

Secret message: 
WHITTINGTON FOR MAYOR

STAIRS

CURRY

THIEF

PHONE

MOUTH

FEET

BED

FLOWERS

ROAD

APPLES AND PEARS

RUBY MURRAY

TEA LEAF

DOG AND BONE

NORTH AND SOUTH

PLATES OF MEAT

UNCLE NED 

APRIL SHOWERS

FROG AND TOAD

COCKNEY KNEES UPCOCKNEY KNEES UP

ALL OF THE  ALL OF THE  
SAME LITTER?SAME LITTER?

MAMA?

This little kitten 
was the odd  

one out!

WHICH SHIP SHOULD  WHICH SHIP SHOULD  
DICK BE ON DECK?DICK BE ON DECK?

Answer:  
THE PURPLE ONE!

There is a tin of 
cat food in 

Dick’s bundle

DOT TO DOT!DOT TO DOT!

THE LONDON UNDERGROUNDTHE LONDON UNDERGROUND

CAT-CH PHRASECAT-CH PHRASE
CATCATALOGUEALOGUE

CATCATFISHFISH

CATCATERPILLARERPILLAR

CAT CAT AMONGST AMONGST
THE PIGEONS THE PIGEONS 

CATCAT FLAPFLAP

CATCATNAPNAP

CATCATSEYESSEYES
CATCAT-O’-NINE-TAILS-O’-NINE-TAILS

CATCATHEDRALHEDRAL

PANTOMANIA!PANTOMANIA!
Ego Smoother = Mother Goose

Net Paper = Peter Pan
Wit When So = Snow White

And Dial = Aladdin




